
  

 
 

Pace of Play Guidelines 
 

Allotted Time 
The allotted time established by the Committee is the maximum amount of time a group should take to 
complete the play of each hole. This time is adjusted based on the difficulty of the course, travel time 
between holes, group size and ability of the field.  A normal speed of play should result in completing play 
under the allotted time. 
 

Definition of “Out of Position” 
The first group will be considered out of position if, at any time during the round, the group takes more than 
the allotted time as detailed above.   
Any following group will be considered out of position if it is taking more than the allotted time and:  

i. reaches a par 3 hole that is clear of all play and all players in the preceding group have played their 
strokes on the teeing ground of the next hole; or  

ii. reaches a par 4 or 5 hole which is clear of all play. 
Note: A group or player that is clearly playing at a pace that is slower than others in the field may be deemed by 
the Committee to be “Out of Position” even if the group is within the allotted time. 
 

Communication with a Group that is Out of Position 
Groups will be monitored throughout the round. If a group is out of position, the players in that group may be 
monitored more closely and timed. Prior to a group being timed, a red flag will be placed on the teeing 
ground, between the tee markers. 
 

A Rules Official will not initiate any verbal contact with any player until a player in a group on a red flag 
has received a bad time, but any player is free to ask a Rules Official about his/her group’s pace. 
 

Timing 
When a group is being timed, each player in the group is expected to play all strokes within 40 seconds.  
Timing begins when it is the player’s turn to play and nothing is obstructing his/her play. An extra 20 seconds 
will be given to:  

i. the first player to play a stroke on a hole;  
ii. the first to play a second shot on a par 4 or par 5;  

iii. the first player to play a third stroke on a par 5 (provided it is not played from on or within 10 yards of 
the putting green); or 

iv. the first player to play a stroke from within 10 yards of or on the putting green. 
 

Pace of Play Penalties 
One bad time – Warning 
A second bad time – One stroke penalty 
A third bad time – Additional two stroke penalty (three total) 
A fourth bad time – Disqualification 
Note 1: Bad time(s) will remain with the player for the remainder of the stipulated round. 
Note 2: A player is not exempt from penalty under Rule 5.6b simply because he/she takes less than the 
allotted time to complete a stroke, hole or round. 
 

Rules or Other Incidents 
If a ruling or some other legitimate delay occurs which causes the group in question to lose its position, that 
group is expected to regain its position within a reasonable time. 


